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Sir Henry Maine, Ancient Law, Chap. IX 15 *un 3nov o joneb "y 37
p- 303: “for that delicate analysis which mature jurisprudence applies to the
conditions of mind under which a particular verbal assent is given appears,
in ancient law, to be transferred to the words and gestures of the accom-
panying performance. No pledge is enforced if a single form be omitted or
misplaced, but on the other hand, if the forms can be shown to have been
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accurately proceeded with, it is of no avail to plead that the promise was
made under duress or deception."’
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